
  Growth...and growth in the community  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

   



  

Love to learn, live to learn  
 

 
 

Evolve Youth Academy facilitates education for young people through a holistic, 

skills-based curriculum. 

At Evolve Youth Academy, we know what it takes to enhance our students’ 

education. We work with students whose Social, Emotional or Mental Health 

(SEMH) needs have made it difficult for them to achieve success or maintain a 

place at a mainstream school. Often, some students will have additional 

undiagnosed learning which creates a complex set of barriers to learning. At 

Evolve Youth Academy, we address these barriers and offer a holistic, 

personalised learning programme which focuses on developing the student 

physically, socially, intellectually and emotionally to prepare them for life and the 

world beyond school. 

Our ethos is to produce independently minded, educated young people who are 

socially conscious and want to have a positive impact on their community and 

have respect for all. This ethos helps us to maintain a mutual respect between 

pupils and staff. We are a progressive, compassionate, values-based academy 

with a strong ethos and a skilled team 

Our curriculum is underpinned by the Fagus Framework (www.fagus.org.uk) 

which enables our academy to reflect on the student’s behaviour and understand 

what may lie underneath. This allows us to implement a structure to create social 

and emotional goals and interventions. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.fagus.org.uk/


 

What we offer  

At Evolve Youth Academy, we deliver the successful and well respected Asdan 

accredited CoPE qualifications.  

These include:  

• Asdan Function Junction functional English and Maths skills at Levels 1 and 

2.  

• Certificate of Personal Effectiveness Level 1, 2 and 3;  

• Award of Personal Effectiveness Level 1;   

• Employability Award and Certificate-sized qualifications from Entry 2 to 

Level 3;  

• Event Volunteering Qualifications Single-unit qualifications from Entry 3 to 

Level 2;  

• Personal Progress Award, Certificate and Diploma-sized qualifications at 

Entry 1;  

• Personal and Social Development (PSD) Award and Certificate-sized 

qualifications at Entry 1-3 and Levels 1 and 2;  

• Wider Key Skills Individual NQF qualifications at Levels 1 to 3; • Highfield 

training qualifications;  

 

We also deliver the following OCR qualifications:  

• Functional skills;  

• GCSE English, Mathematics, Science, ICT and Art;    

• BTEC performing arts;  

• BTEC vocational studies;  

• BTEC design technology;  

• OCR entry levels English and mathematics;  

• Entry-level and GCSE PE  

Alongside the core curriculum, we work with local specialists such as adolescent 

psychotherapists and mindfulness teachers to deliver holistic support to our 

students.   

 



 

Curriculum 

 

The aim of Evolve Youth Academy is to deliver a curriculum which meets the 

needs of all in a manner that stimulates, challenges, excites and encourages each 

student to question and enjoy the opportunities available to them.  

Beyond traditional learning, it is our mission to offer the opportunity for our 

students to learn about living, learning, self-reflection, open-mindedness and 

mindfulness - things often overlooked in traditional systems of education.  

Arts  

Evolve Youth Academy has its own recording studio, multiple traditional 

instruments and access to centres to deliver martial arts training where appropriate, 

to relevant students.  

 

ICT 

Across the academy, the emphasis on IT is for the student to develop safe practice 

when using electronic equipment, learn how to program computers and know how 

to use electronic equipment to support their learning. Learning is practical and 

makes use of Evolve Youth Academy's supply of computers, laptops and tablets. 

When appropriate computing equipment is used throughout the curriculum to 

support the subject being taught. We want our students to learn that computers are 

not only sources of entertainment, but also powerful tools for learning and 

creativity.  

Cross-Curricular/Project Based work  

Project work is a key component of our curriculum throughout our academy with 

the completion of at least two projects a year. Each term we observe the students 

interests and plan our “topics” around these. We explore projects at a level that 

meets the student’s interest and understanding while, at the same time, try to 

inspire new interests and challenges by extending the student’s learning as far as 

possible. By integrating different subjects, we aim to give the student the sense of 

interrelatedness of the curriculum. Project work allows the student to make 

important connections in their thinking and develop key skills through sustained 

shared thinking and collaborative group work.  



Learning outside the classroom 

At Evolve Youth Academy we believe that taking the curriculum outside the 

classroom can improve attainment, increase engagement and develop a wide range 

of skills including problem-solving, communication and resilience. Outdoor 

learning also provides endless opportunities for experiential, contextual and applied 

education. At a time when we are increasingly concerned about the physical and 

emotional wellbeing of young people and question whether they will leave 

education with the skills and competencies they will need for the future, outdoor 

learning brings with it a range of benefits which are now widely evidenced and at 

its most potent when it is interwoven with the formal academy curriculum.  

Thurrock has several community heritage sites and natural resources which form a 

part of our curriculum. These resources not only support our History curriculum 

but also fieldwork activities in science and geography, as well as provide 

inspiration for literacy and support for a host of other curriculum subjects. 

Careers advice 

As a provider of holistic education, we also provide careers advice and guidance 

and advice and guidance around further development of education.  

We deliver up to date and comprehensive information to provide young people 

with all the tools they need to continue to develop and succeed.  

Partnership 

Evolve Youth Academy also works closely with a number of partnership 

organisations, including:  

• Essex Wildlife Trust

• Council for Learning Outside the Classroom (CLOTC)

  www.evolveya.com

http://www.evolveya.com/



